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VII. COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT

A. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NEEDS

The seven regions of the State of Utah are all in various stages of infrastructure analysis in
conjunction with the communities themselves.  There is a great amount of variance in community awareness
of infrastructure status.  Some have spent a lot of time trying to evaluate their systems through engineering
analysis and first hand knowledge.  Others equate the quality of systems simply on the number of repairs
which need to be made.  This plan is dependent on the local assessments.  Over the next  two years we will
be concentrating again on developing reliable data on which to base future investment planning.  There are
also EPA and state Department of Environmental Quality regulated county-wide engineering and planning
studies being performed in all counties of the state and will be available for the update in 2000.  This section
summarizes the data contained in each of the consolidated plans but does not attempt to restate it.  Obviously,
more detailed data is available in regional and local plans as well as in the capital investment lists produced by
each community.  The state will evaluate existing detailed local information as it develops statewide
conclusions and priority.

B. LAND USE ANALYSIS

The state commenced a planning initiative in 1993 to assist all rural counties in the state to completely
rewrite and update general plans.  There are just  a few remaining counties which have not completed them at
this time.  They should all be complete in about 18 months from now.  Another major planning law was
passed in 1996 which requires all communities to prepare and adopt an affordable housing element of their
general plans by the end of December 1998.  It required that each community determine how much
affordable housing they currently have, how much they will need over the next 5 years and analyze their land
use ordinance base to see if it created barriers to the development of affordable or higher density housing. 
They then needed to put together a plan which would identify their plans to obtain the affordable housing they
needed.  It would need to address modifications of the ordinance base if necessary.  They then were required
to amend their general plan by adding this new affordable housing section to it.  It is expected that about half
of the communities and counties completed it on time.  There were no penalties if they did not complete it. 
Some are still working on it at this time. 

The status of planning in rural communities is mixed in that some communities have decided to
control growth to insure that it occurs in an orderly manner and is consistent with the vision of the people
who live there.  Most of the rural parts of the state are trying to maintain a particular, usually low density,
relaxed, lifestyle.  These communities are characterized by wide roads, large lots and few amenities due to a
limited tax base.  The business district is typically along a main street and closely associated with major
roadways especially if it near an interstate off/on ramp.  Many communities have an industrial park which in
most cases is only marginally successful.  There are some communities which  have made concerted efforts
to develop by having active economic development efforts and making investments in speculative
infrastructure as mentioned before with mixed success.  Much of rural Utah only does the legal minimum of
planning.  Most master/general plans are dated and the ordinances are then dated as well.  Most ordinances
are designed to generally guide growth but  maintain the right of individuals to do mostly what they want to
do until some kind of a conflict occurs.  The philosophical hesitation to do active land use management has
limited true planning in Utah.
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C. INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS ASSESSMENT

A vast majority of communities in the state have now completed detailed capital investment lists.  The
quality of the data on which the priorities are based varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.  For the purpose of
this plan however, we can say that each community has a responsible plan established.  The goals and
objectives or vision statements in this plan are an outgrowth of these individual assessments.  In the future we
will need to work with individual communities through the association of governments structure to help them
update these investment strategies and base them on the most accurate data available.  We will attempt to
accomplish this within the next 2 to 3 years.


